
 
 

Summer Reading  

Miles Morales is a normal kid who happens to juggle school at Brooklyn 

Visions Academy while swinging through the streets of Brooklyn as Spider-Man. After a 

disastrous earthquake strikes his mother's birthplace of Puerto Rico, Miles springs into action to 

help set up a fundraiser for the devastated island. But when a new student's father goes missing, 

Miles begins to make connections between the disappearance and a giant corporation sponsoring 

Miles' fundraiser. Who is behind the disappearance, and how does that relate to Spider-Man? 

 

A true middle grade graphic novel starring one of Marvel's most popular characters, bestselling 

author Justin A. Reynolds (Opposite of Always) and Eisner award-nominated artist Pablo Leon 

(Refugees) create a riveting story that will connect with new and well-versed comics readers 

alike. 

 

Summary: In 2016, Ibtihaj Muhammad 

became the first Muslim American woman to compete in the Olympics wearing hijab, and she and 

her teammates won the bronze in the team saber fencing competition. She tells her story here, 

starting as a young child growing up in a close-knit family in New Jersey. She and her siblings 

were always active in sports, and fencing appealed to her and her parents because she could 

compete without having to alter her team uniform. She was part of a championship high school 

team, then went on to fence for Duke. Ibtihaj struggled as one of the few African Americans in a 

traditionally white sport, and found herself often having to explain her faith and decision to wear 

hijab. She assumed she was done with fencing after college, but when she struggled to break into 

corporate America, she found herself back at her old gym, where her coach encouraged her to 

reach for her Olympic dream. At the same time, Ibtihaj founded Louella, an online company selling 

fashionable clothing for Muslim women. As she pursued her dreams, Ibtihaj often found herself 



 
 

serving as a role model for her faith community; the book ends with the Olympics, but an epilogue 

tells of her post-Games activities, including more fencing, activism, and continuing with her 

business. Includes a fencing glossary, Ibtihaj’s advice, and a few questions and answers for her. 

304 pages; grades 5-12. 

 

Himawari House, written and drawn by Harmony Becker. Himawari 

House eschews the idea of one main character, instead focusing on three friends and their reasons 

for living in Himawari House, a house where they live with other international students attending 

Japanese cram school. Nao is Japanese but moved to America at a young age and wants to 

reconnect to her culture, and Hyejung and Tina came to forge their own paths. This graphic novel 

doesn’t shy away from discussing the xenophobia they face in Japan, and the bonds they forge. It 

also gives each character an accent to be proud of, not minimizing the effect of speaking a foreign 

tongue. It’s a warm year-in-the-life picture that deserves to be recognized. 

 

 thrilling mystery-Firekeeper’s Daughter,  

 Daunis straddles the line between the worlds of her wealthy, white mom and her Anishinaabe 

father, but finds solace in her best friend, Lily. After a shocking murder, Daunis becomes a 

https://www.slj.com/?reviewDetail=himawari-house
https://www.slj.com/?reviewDetail=firekeepers-daughter


 
 

reluctant FBI informant to discover who’s been selling drugs on the Anishinaabe reservation. 

Boulley keeps just the right level of tension as the plot unfolds, and it explores Daunis’s two worlds 

with a special emphasis on her identity as an Ojibwe woman. This book handles complicated 

identities and real world issues with a deft hand, and teens will love the story. 

 

Food-Related Stories by Gaby Melian, Ashley Lukashevsky 

(Illustrator) (ISBN-13: 9780593223499 Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group Publication 

date: 01/18/2022 Series: Pocket Change Collective, Ages 12-17) 

“Gaby Melian tells so many stories through her relationship with food—about love, about 

loss, about hard work, and about finding her passion. The pages are dripping with 

delicious smells and tastes, and will give you a new way to look at both cooking and what it 

means to have a plan.” —Molly Birnbaum, editor in chief, America’s Test Kitchen Kids 

 

In this moving, personal account, chef and activist Gaby Melian shares her journey with 

food and how creating a relationship with food — however simple or complicated — is a 

form of activism in its own right. 

 

 

In Every Generation by Kendare Blake (ISBN-13: 9781368075022 

Publisher: Disney Press Publication date: 01/04/2022, Ages 12-18) 

Return to Sunnydale in a brand-new series by New York Times best-selling author Kendare 

Blake, set in the world of Buffy the Vampire Slayer. 

 

Frankie Rosenberg wasn’t yet alive when her mom, Willow, her aunt Buffy, and the original 

Scooby Gang destroyed the Hellmouth and saved the world from the First Evil. These days, life 



 
 

in New Sunnydale is blissfully quiet. Frankie is just trying to survive her sophomore year at the 

rebuilt high school and use her budding magical powers to make the world a better place. 

But that world is suddenly plunged into danger when the slayer community is the target of a 

deadly attack, leaving the future of the line uncertain. Then Frankie discovers she’s sort of 

freakishly strong. Oh, and there’s something Willow never told her about her true identity. 

 

Spin Me Right Round by David Valdes (ISBN-13: 9781547607105 Publisher: 

Bloomsbury USA Publication date: 01/04/2022, Ages 12-17) 

From lauded writer David Valdes, a sharp and funny YA novel that’s Back to the 

Future with a twist, as a gay teen travels back to his parents’ era to save a closeted 

classmate’s life. 

All Luis Gonzalez wants is to go to prom with his boyfriend, something his “progressive” school 

still doesn’t allow. Not after what happened with Chaz Wilson. But that was ages ago, when 

Luis’s parents were in high school; it would never happen today, right? He’s determined to find a 

way to give his LGBTQ friends the respect they deserve (while also not risking his chance to be 

prom king, just saying…). 

When a hit on the head knocks him back in time to 1985 and he meets the doomed young Chaz 

himself, Luis concocts a new plan-he’s going to give this guy his first real kiss. Though it turns 

out a conservative school in the ’80s isn’t the safest place to be a gay kid. Especially with 

homophobes running the campus, including Gordo (aka Luis’s estranged father). Luis is in over 

his head, trying not to make things worse-and hoping he makes it back to present day at all. 

 

The Color of the Sky Is the Shape of the Heart by Chesil, Takami Nieda 

(Translator) (ISBN-13: 9781641292290 Publisher: Soho Press, Incorporated Publication date: 

04/05/2022, Ages 13-17) 

Now in translation for the first time, the award-winning debut that broke literary ground 

in Japan explores diaspora, prejudice, and the complexities of a teen girl’s experience 

growing up as a Zainichi Korean, reminiscent of Min Jin Lee’s classic Pachinko and 

Sandra Cisneros’s The House on Mango Street. 

Seventeen-year-old Ginny Park is about to get expelled from high school—again. Stephanie, the 

picture book author who took Ginny into her Oregon home after she was kicked out of school in 



 
 

Hawaii, isn’t upset; she only wants to know why. But Ginny has always been in-between. She 

can’t bring herself to open up to anyone about her past, or about what prompted her to flee her 

native Japan. Then, Ginny finds a mysterious scrawl among Stephanie’s scraps of paper and 

storybook drawings that changes everything: The sky is about to fall. Where do you go? 

 

Ginny sets off on the road in search of an answer, with only her journal as a confidante. In witty 

and brutally honest vignettes, and interspersed with old letters from her expatriated family in 

North Korea, Ginny recounts her adolescence growing up Zainichi, an ethnic Korean born in 

Japan, and the incident that forced her to leave years prior. Inspired by her own childhood, 

author Chesil creates a portrait of a girl who has been fighting alone against barriers of prejudice, 

nationality, and injustice all her life—and one searching for a place to belong. 

 

A charming and inclusive YA anthology all about games—from 

athletic sports to board games to virtual reality—from editor Laura Silverman and an all-

star cast of contributors. 

From the slightly fantastical to the utterly real, light and sweet romance to tales tinged with 

horror and thrills, Game On is an anthology that spans genre and style. But beneath each story is 

a loving ode to competition and games perfect for anyone who has ever played a sport or a board 

game, picked up a video game controller, or rolled a twenty-sided die. 

A manhunt game is interrupted by a town disappearing beneath the players’ eyes. A puzzle-filled 

scavenger hunt emboldens one college freshman to be brave with the boy she’s crushing on. A 

series of summer nights full of card games leads a boy to fall for a boy who he knows is taken. 

And a spin the bottle game could end a life-long friendship. 

SBN-13: 9780593352786 

Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group 

Publication date: 01/18/2022 

Age Range: 12 – 17 Years 

 

 



 
 

MEMOIR: Jazz Jennings has been one of the youngest voices in the discussion 

about gender identity. Her many projects included launching a YouTube channel and starring in I 

Am Jazz. Jazz faced bullying, discrimination, and rejection, but continued to persevere and educate 

others about her life as a transgender teen. 

 

Dry takes place in California over the course of six days. Teenager Alyssa Morrow 

lives in a suburban neighborhood with her parents, her uncle Basil, and her younger brother, 

Garrett. The television informs them that the state of California is to undergo a catastrophic 

drought. 

Jason Reynolds and his best bud, Jason Griffin had a mind-meld. And they decided 

to tackle it, in one fell swoop, in about ten sentences, and 300 pages of art, this piece, this 

contemplation-manifesto-fierce-vulnerable-gorgeous-terrifying-WhatIsWrongWithHumans-

hope-filled-hopeful-searing-Eye-Poppingly-Illustrated-tender-heartbreaking-how-The-HECK-

did-They-Come-UP-with-This project about oxygen. And all of the symbolism attached to that 

word, especially NOW. 

 

And so for anyone who didn’t really know what it means to not be able to 

breathe, REALLY breathe, for generations, now you know. And those who already do, you’ll be 

nodding yep yep, that is exactly how it is. 

• Publisher: Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books (January 11, 2022) 

• Length: 384 pages 

https://www.youtube.com/user/jazzmergirl
https://www.tlc.com/tv-shows/i-am-jazz/
https://www.tlc.com/tv-shows/i-am-jazz/


 
 

• ISBN13: 9781534439467 

• Grades: 7 and up 

• Ages: 12 – 99 

 

 

“Alternately raw, poignant, quiet, and loud…Readers will have 

no trouble finding little pieces of themselves in this beautifully orchestrated collection.” 

— School Library Journal (starred review) 

 

“Gripping and provocative in its portrayal of vastly different lives and experiences, strong sense 

of place, and sheer exuberance.” 

— Publishers Weekly 

 

“[An] exceptionally well-selected collection.” 

— The Horn Book 

Greenwillow Books, 9780061896385, 256pp. 

 

### 

 

 

RESOURCES USED: 

https://www.enotes.com/topics 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780061896385 

Miles Morales: Shock Waves by Justin A. Reynolds (goodreads.com) 

School Library Journal 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Aint-Burned-All-the-Bright/Jason-

Reynolds/9781534439467 

https://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/ 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54497959-miles-morales
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=a-graphic-novel-fantasy-debut-and-more&fbclid=IwAR1732j-tm0bVk0yYSKeQ19SvSGYlGwe9Z_h6dK_Z946IQgNeuOsSD1K43Y

